While many white expatriates from Euro-American countries living and working in Indonesia intend to live in Indonesia for the long term, they are often considered (and consider themselves) as the 'others' . As a consequence, they never feel fully accepted as members of the society in Indonesia albeit their efforts to adapt their lives there, hence their difficulties in developing their relationships with Indonesian people. One way for them to build relationships with Indonesians is through dating practices. However, they are often restrained within the conventional dating scene in Indonesia. With the emergence of mobile dating applications such as Tinder, these dating practices can be mediated by new media prior to their face-to-face interactions with their dates. For expatriates who seek dates with Indonesian people, this mediated experience creates a digital space for them to present themselves in the dating scene in Indonesia. This paper thus aims to see how their cultural identities play a role for them to express themselves through Tinder with other users in Indonesia both in online and offline worlds. Using observations and interviews of four expatriates in Indonesia, this paper shows that Tinder allows them to express their cultural identities in the digital world in order to have an alternative dating scene in Indonesia.
Introduction

Background
One prominent issue in expatriates' lives in Indonesia is the concept of othering in their daily lives. Regardless their efforts to immerse their lives here, an invisible gap between them and local people becomes an obstacle they have to face. This gap is sometimes reduced through one term bule to refer to their physical features that are believed to be stood out among Indonesian people: their tall stature, blonde hair, and relatively white skin. This term is embodied within their presence among Indonesian people and it's even emphasized in Indonesian popular culture scene. As an example, there was a comedy show called bule gila (literally means 'crazy white people') in the Despite this labelling, expatriates in Indonesia are usually keen on adapting their lives and they also try to develop personal relationships with local people. Aside from having friends and colleagues, it's not unheard of for them to build romantic relationships with Indonesians. That being said, dating culture in Indonesia is relatively different from some western countries and it becomes a hot topic amongst expatriate communities.
As an instance, when I typed keyword 'dating' on Living in Indonesia Forum, a website dedicated for people to discuss issues related to expatriates in Indonesia, there are dozens of threads solely discussing about this topic. It ranges from 'dating with an Indonesian guy' , 'dating a Muslim woman with crazy parents' , to 'unmarried couple living together…' While dating culture in Indonesia can be quite tricky, some expatriates find mobile dating applications to be an alternative way in seeing local people, one of them is Tinder. As Tinder has become one of the most popular dating applications since 2014 (McCormick, 2017) , it is common to see expatriates who use this application to meet up with Indonesian people. Since Tinder is less than ten years old and is still gaining its popularity, it is interesting to see how this application is used by expatriates in Indonesia in relation to their understanding of their identity as white people in Indonesia.
Conceptual and theoretical framework
New media technology has not only changed the way people use media, but also has demanded us to rethink our approach in media studies which has been largely depended on the phenomena of mass society (Lievrouw and Livingstone, 2006:2) .
Social relationships and face-to-face interactions therefore can be redefined since it's impossible to ignore the fact that a lot of social practices in the society are now mediated through new media.
The combination of putting together social practices and the technology of ICT (Information and Communications Technology) also creates a new media culture. In this paper, a key concept in the transformation of social practices through social media is DOI 10 .18502/kss.v3i20. 4948 Page 368
The 10th IGSSCI reflected through a term so called gamification, in which social interaction and technical architecture are brought together as part of user's experience in social media (Lampe, 2011 It resonates with McClintock's explanation about the position of white women in the discourse of imperialism the past, in which she considered contradictory and different from colonial men (1995:6). While colonial men could enjoy full advantages of being the colonizers, white women's position was more ambiguous. They were both privileged as white people but also only possessed limited power in their relation with men. In a country like Indonesia where gender gap between men and women is still huge, this notion can't be ignored.
Methodology
Since the nature of Tinder does not rely solely on its online interaction but also on its potential to allow its users to meet up face-to-face, ethnographic approach is thus chosen for this paper. New media studies show that there is a shift in the idea of observing the internet as an object of exotic discussion to become an inseparable part of everyday life (Hine, 2015: 164) . In other words, social practices mediated by the internet can be a reflection of social practices outside the internet (offline). In the case of Tinder, this application tries to mimic the dating experience and give a digital nuance on it. However, a reflection social practices in the context of the internet is not a perfect reflection; within certain limits there is a distortion that occurs on the internet towards social practices caused by reduction of various concepts, mainly the concept of space and time. Therefore, understanding Tinder's offline realities is as important as knowing its online practice. Therefore, while understanding Tinder's technical aspects is important, the ubiquitous interactions of its users also demand an attention, especially when it comes to relation between races and gender. It is also important to emphasize that this paper does not try to generalize the relations between its users as every user has unique experience in using Tinder..
Result and Discussion
Tinder as a new media has distinctive and interesting features. The swipe action performed by Nicho above implies the element of mystery that is emphasized through the word 'hopefully' . This concept is interesting because it is similar to a game, players are usually triggered to continue playing a game because of new challenges and new mysteries. Nicho's statement above also shows the concept of goal which is one of the important elements in a game. For Nicho, the goal in the 'game' is at least expressed in two ways, which is to have sexual encounter or to meet someone who has the same interests as him.
While Nicho implicitly explains his accomplishment in his offline Tinder experience, my other informant, Winona, suggests explicitly that most of her experience on using Tinder is for the sake of entertainment. She enjoys scrolling swiping pictures after pictures until she ran out of the limit for the swipe for that day (around 100). Besides that, her main goal on using Tinder is not to find someone to hook up with. Instead, she just wants to chat with people because she likes to talk with people. Her situation last year as a Darmasiswa (a year-long program for foreigners to learn Indonesian culture) student who didn't have a lot of Indonesian friends drove her to use Tinder as a way to talk to Indonesian people. Swipe logic as happens in Tinder suggests a fast, intuitive and firm selection process in eliminating dating candidates (David and Cambre, 2016) . Given these limitations, there is a priority to select the micro information contained in Tinder.
Different from Winona and Nicho who are in their 20s and 30s respectively, Frank who is in his late 40s said that selection is an important process in using Tinder. Besides Frank and Nicho, there is also Jack, an English teacher from Texas who often uses Tinder to find dates. From some of the writer's small talk with Jack, Jack often used Tinder when he was bored or when he was in a new area. In the early days of Jack using Tinder for the first time, he admitted that he was not too selective in filtering Tinder Match; this implies that Jack's decision was more arbitrary than Frank. However, with the swipe logic described above, the selection process still occurs through photos.
In contrast, Winona's point of view of selection process in it is remarkable that she could show some important contexts behind these women's preferences of white people over Indonesian people.
Unlike Frank, Jack seems to be aware of his identity as a white male and this factor made him get likes on his profile almost every week and he ended up having quite a lot of meet ups with his Tinder dates. Through some informal meetings with Jack, I saw Jack's attitude as ambivalent to his racial awareness. As someone who is around this forties, Jack often uses the word 'settle down' which implies its literal meaning (having a permanent home in one area, having a steady income) and metaphorical one (having a stable personal relationship). He often compares his condition with his friends who have families and children. Jack admits that he cannot maintain a committed relationship and using Tinder is one way to fill the gap where he can have personal relationships with women without being locked into a commitment. However, the affirmation of his racial identity makes Jack feel that Tinder dates were not genuine. He realized that his identity as a white person was one of the factors that led to him on getting Tinder dates.
Although there is an oppositional view of bule hunter in this dating practice for informants, there are examples where informants differentiate between women they meet in Tinder and the women they meet every day based on cultural references they have in their home countries. Nicho, for example explaining this: Winona's experience in defining her identity above is interesting to see because her visibility as a white female living in Indonesia can be put at two different spectrums at the same time. On one hand, Winona experiences male gaze as the result of constant representation from the media that tend to objectify women in their portrayal. Meanwhile on the other spectrum she find a confidence boost because according to her, people in Indonesia value western women aesthetic more than people in her home country. While one of my informants sees Indonesian women in Tinder chat to be relatively easier to talk to compared to when he has to talk to them in person, this doesn't happen to my female informant. Her offline and online encounters with Indonesian men have caused her to be more careful in interacting and developing relationships with local people.
Conclusion
